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(2) Make an independent certification
decision based on documentation pro-
vided by the other recipient, aug-
mented by any additional information
you require the applicant to provide; or

(3) Require the applicant to go
through your application process with-
out regard to the action of the other
recipient.

(f) Subject to the approval of the con-
cerned operating administration as
part of your DBE program, you may
impose a reasonable application fee for
certification. Fee waivers shall be
made in appropriate cases.

(g) You must safeguard from disclo-
sure to unauthorized persons informa-
tion gathered as part of the certifi-
cation process that may reasonably be
regarded as proprietary or other con-
fidential business information, con-
sistent with applicable Federal, state,
and local law.

(h) Once you have certified a DBE, it
shall remain certified for a period of at
least three years unless and until its
certification has been removed through
the procedures of § 26.87. You may not
require DBEs to reapply for certifi-
cation as a condition of continuing to
participate in the program during this
three-year period, unless the factual
basis on which the certification was
made changes.

(i) If you are a DBE, you must inform
the recipient or UCP in writing of any
change in circumstances affecting your
ability to meet size, disadvantaged sta-
tus, ownership, or control require-
ments of this part or any material
change in the information provided in
your application form.

(1) Changes in management responsi-
bility among members of a limited li-
ability company are covered by this re-
quirement.

(2) You must attach supporting docu-
mentation describing in detail the na-
ture of such changes.

(3) The notice must take the form of
an affidavit sworn to by the applicant
before a person who is authorized by
state law to administer oaths or of an
unsworn declaration executed under
penalty of perjury of the laws of the
United States. You must provide the
written notification within 30 days of
the occurrence of the change. If you
fail to make timely notification of

such a change, you will be deemed to
have failed to cooperate under
§ 26.109(c).

(j) If you are a DBE, you must pro-
vide to the recipient, every year on the
anniversary of the date of your certifi-
cation, an affidavit sworn to by the
firm’s owners before a person who is
authorized by state law to administer
oaths or an unsworn declaration exe-
cuted under penalty of perjury of the
laws of the United States. This affi-
davit must affirm that there have been
no changes in the firm’s circumstances
affecting its ability to meet size, dis-
advantaged status, ownership, or con-
trol requirements of this part or any
material changes in the information
provided in its application form, except
for changes about which you have noti-
fied the recipient under paragraph (i)
of this section. The affidavit shall spe-
cifically affirm that your firm con-
tinues to meet SBA business size cri-
teria and the overall gross receipts cap
of this part, documenting this affirma-
tion with supporting documentation of
your firm’s size and gross receipts. If
you fail to provide this affidavit in a
timely manner, you will be deemed to
have failed to cooperate under
§ 26.109(c).

(k) If you are a recipient, you must
make decisions on applications for cer-
tification within 90 days of receiving
from the applicant firm all information
required under this part. You may ex-
tend this time period once, for no more
than an additional 60 days, upon writ-
ten notice to the firm, explaining fully
and specifically the reasons for the ex-
tension. You may establish a different
time frame in your DBE program, upon
a showing that this time frame is not
feasible, and subject to the approval of
the concerned operating administra-
tion. Your failure to make a decision
by the applicable deadline under this
paragraph is deemed a constructive de-
nial of the application, on the basis of
which the firm may appeal to DOT
under § 26.89.

§ 26.85 What rules govern recipients’
denials of initial requests for cer-
tification?

(a) When you deny a request by a
firm, which is not currently certified
with you, to be certified as a DBE, you
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must provide the firm a written expla-
nation of the reasons for the denial,
specifically referencing the evidence in
the record that supports each reason
for the denial. All documents and other
information on which the denial is
based must be made available to the
applicant, on request.

(b) When a firm is denied certifi-
cation, you must establish a time pe-
riod of no more than twelve months
that must elapse before the firm may
reapply to the recipient for certifi-
cation. You may provide, in your DBE
program, subject to approval by the
concerned operating administration, a
shorter waiting period for reapplica-
tion. The time period for reapplication
begins to run on the date the expla-
nation required by paragraph (a) of this
section is received by the firm.

(c) When you make an administra-
tively final denial of certification con-
cerning a firm, the firm may appeal the
denial to the Department under § 26.89.

§ 26.87 What procedures does a recipi-
ent use to remove a DBE’s eligi-
bility?

(a) Ineligibility complaints. (1) Any per-
son may file with you a written com-
plaint alleging that a currently-cer-
tified firm is ineligible and specifying
the alleged reasons why the firm is in-
eligible. You are not required to accept
a general allegation that a firm is in-
eligible or an anonymous complaint.
The complaint may include any infor-
mation or arguments supporting the
complainant’s assertion that the firm
is ineligible and should not continue to
be certified. Confidentiality of com-
plainants’ identities must be protected
as provided in § 26.109(b).

(2) You must review your records
concerning the firm, any material pro-
vided by the firm and the complainant,
and other available information. You
may request additional information
from the firm or conduct any other in-
vestigation that you deem necessary.

(3) If you determine, based on this re-
view, that there is reasonable cause to
believe that the firm is ineligible, you
must provide written notice to the firm
that you propose to find the firm ineli-
gible, setting forth the reasons for the
proposed determination. If you deter-
mine that such reasonable cause does

not exist, you must notify the com-
plainant and the firm in writing of this
determination and the reasons for it.
All statements of reasons for findings
on the issue of reasonable cause must
specifically reference the evidence in
the record on which each reason is
based.

(b) Recipient-initiated proceedings. If,
based on notification by the firm of a
change in its circumstances or other
information that comes to your atten-
tion, you determine that there is rea-
sonable cause to believe that a cur-
rently certified firm is ineligible, you
must provide written notice to the firm
that you propose to find the firm ineli-
gible, setting forth the reasons for the
proposed determination. The statement
of reasons for the finding of reasonable
cause must specifically reference the
evidence in the record on which each
reason is based.

(c) DOT directive to initiate proceeding.
(1) If the concerned operating adminis-
tration determines that information in
your certification records, or other in-
formation available to the concerned
operating administration, provides rea-
sonable cause to believe that a firm
you certified does not meet the eligi-
bility criteria of this part, the con-
cerned operating administration may
direct you to initiate a proceeding to
remove the firm’s certification.

(2) The concerned operating adminis-
tration must provide you and the firm
a notice setting forth the reasons for
the directive, including any relevant
documentation or other information.

(3) You must immediately commence
and prosecute a proceeding to remove
eligibility as provided by paragraph (b)
of this section.

(d) Hearing. When you notify a firm
that there is reasonable cause to re-
move its eligibility, as provided in
paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of this section,
you must give the firm an opportunity
for an informal hearing, at which the
firm may respond to the reasons for
the proposal to remove its eligibility in
person and provide information and ar-
guments concerning why it should re-
main certified.

(1) In such a proceeding, you bear the
burden of proving, by a preponderance
of the evidence, that the firm does not
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